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Welcome
Do you know the difference between Holland and The Netherlands?

Kids Corner

Enjoy this rapid-fire attempt at an explanation. Click on the photo below.

Check out these colorful birds! No,
they're not photo-shopped.

Note from the Editor
These special birds are called the
Pink-Necked Green Pigeon, which
is a species of pigeons like the gray
ones often seen in parks and
perched atop monuments. These
birds are found in moist forests,
mainly tropical forests but also in
subtropical
mountain
forests.
They're only found in a handful of
places, like Cambodia, Indonesia,
Malaysia, parts of the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand & Vietnam.

Indos settled all over the world and thus far, our subscribers hail from 19 different countries, so
we've decided to celebrate our wide-reaching readership by shining a light on a different country in
each issue for a while.
First up, Australia! From sketches by Australian immigrant, Andrew Van Dyk, who sketched
drawings of his time as a POW in Indonesia during WWII to a Profile of Dr. Nonja Peters, from
Perth, who is an honored member of our Academic Council. The tragedy of the Junyo Maru
contains a link where you'll find the names of three Australian POWs. Also included are a few
Dutch Queen's Day celebrations on the East and West coasts (mind you, there's 2700 miles
between them but I'm sure you can find one nearer to you if you happen to live in South Australia).
So sit back and enjoy a satay with that shrimp on the barbie!
Next issue, we head north to Canada!

As gorgeous as they are grown up,
they have a face only a mother
would love when they first hatch.

~ Ingrid McCleary

Diaspora News
Speaking of Satay, take a look at this food truck...

Hungry yet? Wait for it ...

Look at these beautiful flowers, also
found in only a few places around
the world.. In fact, it is one of three
National
Floral
Emblems
of
Indonesia, known as Melati Putih.

How about this photo?

The Flower of charm is called
Anggrek Bulan, also known as a
Moon Orchid. And the rare flower is
Padma Raksasa Rafflesia. All three
were chosen on World Environment
Day in 1990.

Ahhh, there it is! "Please sir, can I have some more?"

Phrase of the Month
(Click here & then on the little
sound icon to hear how it sounds on
Dutch)

English
Spring is here!
Dutch
De lente is hier!
Indonesian
Musim Semi telah tiba

Put on your Party Hats!
Because 2013 is a grand year for
celebrations!
Jeff Keasberry, Head Chef of the
TIP website, gave three more
reasons to celebrate it big this year:
1. Queen Beatrix turned 75 in
January.
2. We're celebrating 200 years of
the Monarchy...well, almost 200
years, it's actually 198 years but
don't tell Jeff or his souffle will
collapse in the oven. The
celebration of the Kingdom
though, will be two years long,
beginning November 30, 2013
and ending October, 2015 when
it WILL be 200 years of the
Dutch Monarchy.
3. Amsterdam celebrates
400 years of canals.

No, sorry...all out. At least that's what the sign read when Rik and Mayme Micola von
Fürstenrecht, owners of the Satay Hut, took part in the Phoenix, Arizona, Feast on the
Street recently. The promoters of this event explain that the "Feast on the Street brings people
together around a half-mile long dining table in downtown Phoenix transforming First Street into a
pedestrian promenade in celebration of food and art in the desert." The sign on the photo below
says, "We are Sold Out! Thanks for the love."
In the window, co-owner Rik, is grinning like the Cheshire cat because love of food is what
inspired them to share his creations with others. Rik writes, "I am of Dutch-Indonesian descent and
family on my father's side
came to the United States
from the Netherlands in 1960.
My wife, Mayme and I came
up with this concept as we
have a deep love for DutchIndonesian foods, have great
family recipes, and of course,
I am a fantastic chef! ;) I was
born in Phoenix, AZ and
although our family has
traveled all over the world, we
always came back to Phoenix
and have always called it
home.
Throughout
our
travels, we found a few
places with good DutchIndonesian food but Arizona
and many other US states do not have many, if any, Dutch-Indonesian restaurants.
Thus the birth of Satay Hut."
So Rik, how far do you travel? Frieda Smits from Brisbane, Australia recently lamented the
drought of Pasar Malams in her area, so I'm sure she'd be thrilled to see you roll up in your colorful
truck. How about it Mayme? Is it time to set up a franchise?

Dr. Nonja Peters is based in Perth, Australia at the Curtin
University of Technology, where she is Director of History of
Migration Experiences (HOME) Centre at Curtin University.
The acronym, HOME, seems completely appropriate when it
comes to Dutch-Indonesians migrating to various countries in
search of a new place they could call home. TIP co-founder,
Priscilla McMullen met her four years ago at a conference in
Amsterdam where Priscilla asked her to be part of TIP's
Academic Council because of Nonja's extensive work on
Dutch/Indonesian migrants in Australia. Nonja agreed and
two years later, Priscilla met up with her again at the Indisch
Herinneringscentrum in Arnhem, Netherlands. When I caught
up with her via email, she was at a conference in Canberra,
Australia, across the country from her home base. She
certainly is a traveling scholar.

Nonja has published widely on issues relating to migration and her book, Milk and Honey but no
Gold: Postwar Migration to Western Australia from 1945-1964, was short-listed for the WA
Premier's 2001 Literary Awards, the Queensland Premier's 2002 Literary Award for History and
the NSW State Records John and Patricia Ward History Prize. There's one copy of her book left
on Amazon, where it states the book "relates the stories of physical, psychological and emotional
hardships associated with their journeys. Includes black and white photos, appendices, notes,
bibliography and index." You might be able to grab a used copy from Barnes and Noble for less.
Google Books has this to say about the book: Milk and Honey - but No Gold... is the story of those
who left behind their country of birth, and everyone and everything they knew, to become part of
Australia's mass migration scheme in the years following World War II. Some were homeless and
displaced refugees from the demolished cities of Europe. Others came from countries that seemed
to offer little future. Lured by propagandist images of Australia's abundance, good working
conditions, and home and vehicle ownership, they sought a new life for themselves and their
families.

How You Can Help

1000 Rupiahs = .10 cents USD

The Indo Project strives to bring the past to the future by raising awareness about Indo history and
culture via the English language so that second and third generation Indos can know what it was
like for the First Generation before, during and after WWII. Go to our website and learn
more…become involved. Spread the word to your family and friends.
Join The Indo Project Facebook network.
Donate! The work we do to bring the Indo community together relies entirely on public donations.

In Honor Of...
When you grace us with your
support,
we
would
like
to
reciprocate by placing a photo of
your loved ones in this column.
This is similar to the Wall of Love
and Recognition on the TIP
website, but instead of Delft Heart
symbols, we will post photos.

Please help by supporting us with a donation! Go to our website or send a check to : “The Indo
Project”, 19 Chestnut Square, Boston, MA 02130, USA.
In this issue, a special thanks to Sandra Kremer Barks (front right), who initially ordered one copy
of the Contractpension DVD, then ordered six more so she and her father could gift them to family
members. What a lovely idea!
Sandra noted, "Gerard (back left) is my
father. He lost his parents in WWII. He
returned after playing one day with his
friends and they were taken from the
house by the Japanese. He spent the
next ten years in an orphanage, until he
was 16. My Mom survived without any
losses as I understand it. She and her
mother and sister all survived that time
but not much is said about what
happened." ~ Sandra Kremer Barks

They will remain in this column
through each subsequent issue with
the newest donation getting the top
spot. Once we run out of newsletter
space, we will make sure your
photo can still be seen at the
Indo Photo Album.
We've
received
some
nice
donations over the past few months
but no photos, yet it is in honor of
our Omas and Opas that you are
even reading this newsletter, so
let's populate this column with
photos that speak to you when you
see them so that others may also
share that memory with you.

War and Military News
Who is this stowaway?
Click on his photo and find out!

With sincere appreciation
of your support:

The Tragedy of the Junyo Maru

Robert Vanderwaall from Texas,
who ordered 1 Contract Pension
DVD

~ If you were to see the number 5,620, you'd acknowledge it as a number in the 1000s. If you
then read that was the number who perished in one day, you might take a quick intake of breath
because that number exceeds the number of people lost in the 9/11 attacks or the number of
military casualties in the War In Afghanistan since 2001.

Sue Lundberg from Washington,
who ordered 1 copy of "The Return"

But when you discover these deaths occurred because the Japanese cargo ship was mistakenly
sunk by Allies, your heart also sinks because any loss through friendly fire is doubly tragic.

Jethro Bartelings from
Winnipeg Manitoba, Canada, who
ordered 1 copy of "The Return"

Even so, when reading these facts and numbers, it still allows for a distance for you as the reader.
Unless it was your father who perished on that ship. Or your Opa. Or your uncle. Then the
distance shrinks till you're face-to-face with one person sharing their personal experience.

Gerrit Diepering from Florida, who
gave a general donation

So it will be here. The facts of the Junyo Maru will sit side by side with three personal experiences.
In this way, the story of the Junyo Maru becomes, in a sense, a personal experience for all who
read it.

John (Jack) Huster from
Washington, who ordered
1 Contract Pension DVD
Sandra Barks from Oklahoma, who
ordered 7 copies of the Contract
Pension DVD.

The Junyo Maru already had the reputation of being a Hell ship with deplorable living conditions
and intense cruelty unleashed upon the passengers. She was about 400 feet long, with a beam of
53 feet and had seen much better days; by the time she became a transport ship, it was already
considered a rust bucket. The Japanese had built bamboo scaffolding between decks so that more
could be crammed on the ship. These holds held bunks, three or four deep. Here, 6300 slaves and
POWs endured horrific conditions, with many dying daily from starvation, dysentery, even from the
stifling heat.
Bound for Padang, Sumatra, it might have made it there if it had displayed the sign of the Red
Cross as required by the Geneva Convention. ~
Kareen Richard shares her story:






Ludwig Egbert Tielman, born on June 11, 1895 on the island of Ternate, was my exhusband’s grandfather. None of his grandchildren ever knew him.
George August van Polanen Petel, born July 18, 1894 in Surakarta, was my maternal
grandfather’s cousin. Research into my mother’s family tree shows he was single, but we
assume he was married going by his POW card.
Jacques Adrien Charles van Polanen Petel, born June 7, 1886 in Cheribon was my
mother’s uncle; he was unmarried.
Maurits Theodoor Nauman, born October 21, 1906 in Semarang, was my father’s older
half-brother.

All perished on September 18, 1944 when the Junyo Maru was mistakenly torpedoed by a British
submarine, the HMS Tradewind. The British thought it carried Japanese troops, not knowing it
was filled to the gills with POW’s and Romushas (Javanese slave laborers).
Over 5600 perished that day.

Maurits Theodoor Nauman's (Oom Theo) death affected our family the most. My grandmother, my
aunt and three cousins were living together, since all the men were away. They ended up in a
Bersiap camp where my aunt died early in 1945 from dysentery, leaving three young children

orphaned (ages 10, 8 and 6).
Oma tried to take care of them as
best she could, but they ended up
in an orphanage due to the
scarcity of post-war housing and
Oma’s ill health.
In 1951, Oma and the cousins left
for the Netherlands, where she
passed away in 1953. As a result,
the three siblings (two of them still
under 18), were housed with
different distant relatives who
were already in Holland. They
were split apart because no one
had the space to house all three
together. Once we arrived in
Holland, our house became more or less their “home base.” Two of them even lived with us for a
while. Not having known a real home life and being shuffled between various family members had
an adverse effect on their lives. Not only did/do they suffer from what we now know to be PTSD,
as a result they also dealt and still deal with identity issues. There are many others whose lives
were impacted by this tragedy, this is just an example.
~ Nancy T. Leunissen-Rosema treasures her Opa's gold pocket watch. He is her hero. She
knew he'd died in one of the worst maritime disasters of WWII, off the coast of Indonesia, in
September,1944 and that more than 5,000 perished. But it was her uncle who recently shed some
light on the mindset of - and impact on - family members. With so many losing so much during the
war, it was common for families and friends to blend households. ~
Brahm Leunissen writes: Your grandfather became a POW on March 13, 1942, when the
Japanese invaded Java and marched into Batavia. He spent time in Glodok prison, and was then
transported to other prisons.
In 1944, we found out he was in an
improvised POW camp, which used to be
the Koning Willem II High School, around
the corner from where our aunts lived. They
would make their daily trip by truck to some
area where they were put to work. We
found out about it and for several weeks,
we would get there and be able to watch
each other. Then on September 18th, they
were put on the Junyo Maru and the rest is
history.
On that day three men in our "household"
died. During the war there was a tendency
to consolidate households. My stepmother's sister, Nelly, moved in with us, and so did one of my
Mother's pharmacists, Tineke. All three men, my Dad, my Uncle and Tineke's husband were on
the Junyo Maru and perished in the disaster. In other words, all three men in our house did not
survive WWII.
~ Only three ships had more casualties than those lost on the Junyo Maru, yet not many know
about it. Brahm noted in his letter to Nancy, "We had never heard of the Junyo Maru, nor that
Dad's company was shipped to Sumatra. We all found out after the war."
Probably the most recognized sinking is that of the Titanic, which carried 2,224 passengers, where
nearly 32% survived (705). Of the 6,300 slaves and POWs on the Junyo Maru, only 14% survived.
And of those 880 survivors, many more died when they were sent to work on
the Burma Railroad
Like Brahm Leunissen, my mother, Lily M. Rensen, found out about her father's death after the
war. From one of those survivors. She told me the story while I typed her words directly onto my
laptop:
After the war ended, we were told that Opa was missing in action. Months later, in Semarang,
Papa and I were at a dance party celebrating the Queen of Holland's birthday. We were just
beginning to date and Papa introduced me to one of his friends, another medic named Max
MacGillavry. When I said, “I’m Lily Rensen,” he asked, “Is your father Adjutant Rensen?”

I told him yes to which he replied, “He was my
commandant on the Japanese ship, Junyo Maru. He
was in the bottom of the ship in the medical ward
because he had dysentery. I was on deck when the
ship was torpedoed by the English near the island of
Sumatra.” Max survived for four days in the water,
clinging to a plank before he was rescued.
That's how I found out my Papa had drowned and I
was the one who had to go home and tell both my
Mom and my sister, Els. I was 16.
~ Lily (M. Rensen) Elmensdorp

Art and Literature
Movies
Fact-based recounting of a group of women who are imprisoned on
the island of Sumatra by the Japanese during World War II and
used music as a relief to their misery. Click on the photo to get it
from Amazon.com.
If you want to read the book that inspired the movie, click here to
find the English version.
Thrown into the whirlwind of dark forces unleashed with the onset
of World War II, a young woman, Helen Colijn, her sisters, and
father flee the oncoming Japanese army. Helen Colijn's account of
her wartime experiences is a window into a largely overlooked
dimension of World War II — the imprisonment of women and
children in Southeast Asia by the Japanese and how these
prisoners of war responded to their dire circumstances. The
conditions were terrible. Food was scarce; medicine unavailable.
Held in captivity for three and a half years, more than a third of the
women in Helen's camp died of disease or starvation. Yet their
courage, faith, resiliency, ingenuity, and camaraderie provide us with enduring lessons on living.
Though the prisoners had no musical instruments, they had their voices, and from memory scored
classical works for symphony and piano. The music that helped sustain them while in captivity is a
lasting and precious gift of these women to a world that has witnessed far too much war.

Art
The poster on the next page is by Amani Fliers (Hoeke) The text says: The Wayang Indonesian
theater with ancestral images embodied in intricate puppets. Childhood memories, shadowy
images, ancient legends, tales of gods. Plays which were, in fact, shown in shadow to women
seated behind the screens, watching a story in reverse, played out before an audience of men in
front. I followed a path traced from Asia, through Europe to North America, gathering energy,
seeking change, see both sides of contrasting cultures; here reach back from the west to the east,
embracing both old and new, positive and negative.

Andrew A. van Dyk (Dijk) was born on a sugar plantation on Java in 1929. In 1940, as Germany
occupied the Netherlands, he joined a local volunteer air raid warning service. When Japan
occupied Java, he and his family were transported to various Japanese internment camps during
WWII. Liberated in 1945 by Allied Forces, he moved to Jakarta and served in the "new" KNIL until
evacuated to the Netherlands where he continued his education. Andy drew these unique, one of
a kind colored pen-and-ink drawings from memory soon after liberation of the Indies.
Andy was called up for initial service in the Royal Dutch Marines but later transferred to the Army.
He served in various military units, including NATO contingents in Europe prior to emigrating to
Australia. He held down numerous civilian jobs before enlisting in the Australian Army, serving for
18 years. Subsequently, he was employed as Staff Officer in Army HQ until his second retirement
at the age of 60.
Andy and his wife resided in Doonside NSW, Australia for a while and he has since passed away
but he left behind a legacy of more than 100 sketches about those days in captivity. Here is one
example. Another can seen on our website depicting the various camps in Indonesia and also in
Jan Krancher's book, The Defining Years of the Dutch East Indies, 1942-1949: Survivors Accounts
of Japanese Invasion and Enslavement of Europeans and the Revolution That Created Free
Indonesia.

Events
Parties on USA East & West coast on April 27, 2013

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! The last Dutch Queen's Day is nigh!

In January, Queen Beatrix announced that she will abdicate the throne on April 30th. Her eldest
son, Crown Prince Willem-Alexander, will become the nation’s first king in more than a century.
This will make this year’s celebration a special one and the last one to be called “Queen’s
Day” since next year, we'll celebrate “King’s Day”.
Around the US, celebrations are also planned with some of the biggest taking place in San
Francisco (April 27th) and Los Angeles (April 28th). Jeff Keasberry gives a more in-depth
explanation here.
And here's two more Dutch Queen's Day Celebrations in Australia. Click on the photo to have it
take you to the website.

Do you have an unusual wedding story you'd like to share? If so, we'd love to hear from
you. Just send your photo and a short description to info@theindoproject.org with Wedding
Photo & Story in the subject line.

Resources
Researching your roots? Want to read more about your parents & grandparents experiences?
Start with the links found here and if you come across some especially useful links in your internet
travels, please forward the link so we can share it our readers.
New to this issue:
The Indies Commemoration Center has made its remarkable museum exhibit entitled, "The Story
of the Netherlands East Indies" is available online. You can view the tour in English or
Dutch. Use your mouse to continuously press the arrows to "walk" through the museum.

Please share this online newsletter with your friends
and family so they may have the opportunity to participate and stay in the loop.
They can sign up for the newsletter here.
Or you can use the Forward link at the bottom of this newsletter.

The Indo Project has tax exempt status as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization under the Internal
Revenue Code, which means your donation to The Indo Project is fully deductible.
Donate Here to Help Preserve Our Heritage in the English Language
Thank You From The Indo Project Team
www.theindoproject.org
info@theindoproject.org
Want some more? We aim to please!
Click here to see more stories
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